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At a General * of the Aſſeciation for di 1ſcountenancing 
Vice and promoting the Praftice of Religi ion and Virtue, held in 
St. Mary's 3 Room, 5th March, 1795. | 


His Excellency n Earl FiTZWILLIAM, Lord "AN 
nant of Ireland, Prelident, i in the Chair, | 


I; was onanimonily Reſolved, 


On he motion of the TOs ſeccnded by his Gra the 
Lord Primate, 


That the Thanks of the Aiffociation be preſented R the Rev. 
ROBERT BURROWES, D. D. F. T. C. D. for his er. 
cellent Sermon preached before them this Day, and that : 
he be requeſted to N the ſame. - 


MO AVILLIAM WATSON 
JOHN SKEYS owns ; 


' 


1 HIS EXCELLENCY 


i WILLIAM, Ez. FITZWILLIAM, 


_ LonD Luba a GENERAL and CunznaL 


| GoveRNOR of IsZLAND, Sc. c. Sc. 


_ In teſtimony of 
The amiable example of his private virtues, 
The regard to morals manifeſted in his 
public adminiſtration, ” 
As well as his munificent and illuſtrious 
patronage of the A8$0CIATION 
For diſcountenancing Vice and promoting 
the Practice of Religion and Virtue. | 


This Sermon, preached before the Aſſociation, 


And printed at the deſire of his Excellency, 
Its much honoured preſident, 


ls with moſt reſpectful deference inſcribed 
By his Excellency's moſt faithful 
And obedient humble ſervant, 
ROBERT BURROWES. 
March gth, 1795. | 7 
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1 ir „ to = ch affected always. in * 
| good tbing. 


b zealouſly 
affected always in a good thing and what 
thing, my brethren, can be better than that 
which is the profeſſed object of your Aſſocia- 
ton, to diſcountenance Vice, and to promote the 
| Pradlice of Religion and Virtue ?—What can be 
better for yourſelves, and better for your 
country — Better in its ſpiritual nature, or 
| B 0 better 
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better in its temporal conſequences ? To : tif. 
countenance Vice—as far as in you lay to take 
from immorality all fupport of popular encou- 
ragement, to ſtrip diſſipation of its faſhionable 
allurements, to. make licentiouſneſs aſhamed, 
and proftigacy infamous—this was your 
voluntary taſk. But, great and glorious as it 
was, this was not the whole of your taſk= 
| you were not to be contented with the neutr;- 
lity of the vicious—with immorahty mad: 
decent, and licentiouſneſs fecret—To prom: 
the Practice of Virtue am Religion to fubdue 
vice to holineſs, to turn the hearts of the di- 
obedient to the wifdem-of the juſt, to inſure 
decorum by giving it religious principle for 
its baſis, to enthrone the Deity in the mind 
of your people this was to be the completion 
of your taſk. What thing can be better 
more ſerviceable to ſociety, more grateful to 
—— * God ? | 5 7 


'To be has affected e bl 
good. IT the ſucceſs of your :endeavours Þe 
afſured, my brethren, our individual and 
collective zeal is indiſpenfibly noceſſary. The 
power of ſtatuteable penalty is mot repoſed i 
0 Fou—the' fword of the magiſtrate is not cor 


mitted to our 5 zeal is che an 
warrant 
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{- MW warrant of your authority, the only weapon 
e of your warfare. But with chis fruit f 
u- chriſtian benevolence, with this teſt of your 
le fincerity you. will gain. reſpect to your cauſe 
d, ad ſupport to your exertions. With: this did 
ur the firſt preachers of the goſpel, braving igno- 
t miay, and perſecution, and death, combat pre- 
judice, and intereſt, and faſhion and philoſe- 
_ ; _ e W were e their ſucceſſors 
Grit on theta of the Pagan temple, and 
to bow down the haughty conqueror to the 
meckneſs of a religion of the ſpirit. *Tis true 
the hand of the Lord was with them hut the 
dame Lord that he Was then, the ſame is he 
now, and the ſame will he continue for ever. 
No ane action of man's life is hid from dun. 
and to the well being of no community is he 
indifferent. Willing as he is chat one Mall 
periſh, but that all men ſhall be led into the 
paths of falvation, doubt ye not, my brethren, 
„bot this your ſalutary and pions work will 
be BY find favour in his fight. May your zeal be 
ad cromnced with his bleſſing! In your weakneſs 
De his ſtrength be made perfect! And this frnall 
an ked of virtue and religion, through his grace, 
0 grow to a mighey tree hoſe roots ſhall ſpread 
an) Stonghout the buck and whoſe branches 
_ B 2 7 Hall 
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Anniverſary Sermon the great ends of your 


greſs. I ſhall plead no incumbrance of other 


rity. Confident of my own fincerity and of 


1 have been urging, than an enquiry into the 
important ends and crying neceſſity of an 


of the good which you have already effected, 
and a ſuggeſtion of means by which it may 
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ſhall reach to Heaven, whoſe ſhade : ſhall be 
nk and whoſe fruit thall be e happineſs, 75 


in hater: of ks: lou K 


you: think the -labours of an individual may 


be ſerviceable to your inſtitution you have a 
right to command them. Your partial opinion 
has aſſigned to me the taſk of enforcing in an 


Affociation, and of laying before you, / and 
before the public, ſome account of its pro- 


occupation—T ſhould ill recommend zeal if 1 
did not make my duty here paramount th 
other- -0ccupations. To you I am hot at liberty 
to plead 1 incapacty—your- partiality - has deem 
ed me qualified—to my own conſcience I ſhall 
ſtand. acquitted if I fpeak the truth in fince- | 


your indulgenee J ſhall proceed: on my taſk. 
What can more powerfully. ſtimulate that zeal 


Aſſociation like youts ? What more powerfully 
urge your perſeverance than an hiſtoric vier 


be 
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be cheriſhed and new tk ects to which. it may 


he extended. geg 5 


* * 8. * * 
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Ia the. Poe: of our PR ones Is W Jan 
been idle to have gone into proof that the 
well-being of a ſtate was connected with the 


morality of its people tliat religion was the 
only ſure foundation, and chriſtianity the 

moſt perfect ſyſtem of moral propriety. But 
in the ſceptical extravagance. of modern opi- 
nion, and in the eircumſtances of our country 
at the preſent day ſuch poſitions are not to be 
aſſumed. Time will not permit me to- do 


more than barely note the outlines of cheir 
proof, but it is well worth your attention to 


confider whether the aggregate wiſdom of 


your Aſſoriation may not be uſefully em- 


ployed in enforcing theſe important topics 


on the public mind. We know there is no 
natural connection between the ſucceſs of a 


battle and the rectitude of an opinion, but we 


know alſo that the Impoſtor of the Eaſt con- 
vinced as far as. he conquered. And when 


with us at this time an extended ſyſtem of 


 Iideral policy deems no mode: of chriſtian 


faith a diſqualification from political privi- 


| lege, it may be ſeaſonable to guard againſt the 
falſe and Fatal opinions chat the exiſtence of a 


religious 
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confiſts the true ftrength and riches of the 
ſtate but in the number, and wiſdom, and 


effeminate the body, and drunkenneſs embrute 


temperance lay up che produce of labour 


1 - 
D N 
—— —— PPP — — 1 
. 
— — —— — —— 


chat i in which turbulence makes the life of the 
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religious ſentiment itt the people is 4 matter af 
indifference to the government of the con 
and that the morality of individuals is wholly 
unconnected with th — Wain 
cle public. e 


But if airalley be vſeful t the ine 
can it be otherwiſe to the ſtate; the aggregate 
of thoſe individuals? Wherein, I beſcect you, 


vigor, and union, and induſtry of che people! 
And does not debauchery tend to ſhorter life 


and diminiffi population? Does not luxury 


A (ee +, = _ va, TTY _ wo Xi ad ©, A» was 


the mind? Is not profligacy the oppolite'ts 
mduſtry, and indolence to wiſdom? Does not 


againſt the day of neceſſity, and does not 
compaſſion, cheriſhing the orphan and the out- 
caſt; add to the wealth of the ſtate. Ia there 
any fruitful ſource for educated children but 
regular matrimony, any fare bond of union 
but benevolence? Will che improvements of 
other countries readily make their way into 
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proud unfeeling warice of one mam make Rinn 
den ſubjeci, and the ſangwinary ſpirit 

of another make him a peſtilent citizen? Can 
you fuppoſs that the private vices of the indi- 
viduat hall never thew themſelves in his pub- 
lc conduct, and that governors ſhall be pru- 
dent and temperate, when fubjects are idic 
and faithlefs, . kcentious and cruel ? Can you 
expect that a bankrupt fpendthrift ſhall be. 
come an incorrupt ſenator, or a fraudulent 
dealer become an upright magiſtrate? Will 
foreign nations be ready to aſſiſt that whoſe 
principle is ambition, or to court the own 
ae eee, 


No, my d the ab of che ts 

ue the wealth; and the ſtrength, and che glory 
of the ſtate the ſource of its reſpect abroad, 
and its ſecurity at home - and be aſſured that 
to ſeparate morals from religion is utterly im- 
poſſible. Will human laws alene be ſufficient 
to fecure morality? Laws which fallible men 
frame, and corrupt men may be appointed to 
exccute—which cunning may baffle or power 
deſpiſe, which malkriplied as far as is conſiſtent 
with pothble enforcement the modes of in- 
morality may yet ouenumber, and which 

n overt JO without eſtabliſhing 
; internal 
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internal principle, are ſubject to perpetual 
violation utterly beyond all reach of poſſible 
diſcovery ? ? But will not a law of reputation, 


will not opinion and honor be able to 


ſecure morality? No, my brethren, the princi 
ples of right and wrong are not fluctuating 
they are not to be determined by the vote 


of the multitude—they cannot now be dif, 


ferent from what they were in the preceding 


century they will not ſpeak a different lan- 


guage at the oppoſite bank of the river, nor 


Wall the range of the mountain give interrup- 


tion to their courſe. Tbe unwritten law of 
reputation is not ſufficiently evident, or fuf, 


| ficiently ſtrong to enforce general obſerr. 


ance: the code of honor is not fimple-enough 


to be the poor man's law.: opinion wil 
not dare to condemn the rich from whole 
words that opinion derives. its authority.— 


But will not public ſpirit, patriotic principle, be 
able to ſecure morality ? Were I to grant this 
with reſpec to the higheſt, claſs of ſociety as 
readily as I aſſert that in it private immorality 
would corrupt public virtue, ſtill the great bo- 
dy of mankind are left without a moral prin- 
ciple, | The connection which each ſingle act 
of an obſcure individual has with the intereſt 
of . n he will not eaſily be 8 to per. 
ceive 


ng 
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ceive when ſome immediate pleaſure to be at- 
tained or paſſion to be gratified interpoſe their 
difficulties. Patriotiſm is indeed a gem of great 
. and as e 6gs it is oh . e 


"at 4 . of theſe 8 — the 
| wuchſtone af experience, and ſee whether the 


hiſtory of all nations antient and modern does 
not confirm our poſitions. What have all na- 
tions concurred in adopting as the ſecurity for 
the performance of contracts and the · veracity; 
of teſtimony? Making the contract and the 
cath a religious ceremony, that the fear of an 
all- ſeeing Deity might ſuperadd its ſolemn and 


inevitable enforcement, Wherefore all our _ 


religious eſtabliſhments but to impreſs the du- 


ties of morality as the commands of a God, 


that conſcience might prevent practices which 


law could not diſcover or puniſh 2 Why had 


antient lawgivers recourſe to the pretence of 
divine communication, if natural morals were 
of themſelves of ſufficient notoriety and obli- 


gation ? See the myriads of the Eaſt fall before 


the temperance of the North, and Rome in the 


corrupt luxury of the latter empire unable to 
preſerve the conqueſts which in- earlier times 


by diligent patience and patri sic krugality it 
had achieved. In former | times Rome had 


ſanctified | 


now e 
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fanctiſied landmarks and built altars to pahlio 
faith; exceedingly had ir multiplied the cere: 
monies of religion, and appointed to the ad. 
miniſtration of its offices the moſt exalted per. 
ſonages in the ſtate. But in its latter ages the 
principles of Epicurus corrupted thoſe whom 
the ford of the enemy could not conquer; 
and ſimphicity facrificed paid the penalties of 
ambition triumphant. Hear to what the RG. 
man * 6rator attributed the fuccels of bis 
country : We neither exceeded, fays hey the 
< Spaniards in number, nor did we excel the 
„Gaals in ſtrength of body, nor the Cartha, 
„ ginians in craft, nor the Greeks in arts of 


* ſeiences; bur we have farpaſſed- all nations 


© in piety and religion, and in this the only 


true wiſdom, a thorough conviction that 


« all things are directed and governed by the 


_ © will of the immortal Gods. And one of the 
ableſt of their hiſtorians f aſeribes the fupport 


and preſervation of the Roman republic to the 
awful fear of the Gods, and cenſures thoſe as 


ill Judging politicians who endeavoured to era! 


dieate from the minds of the people the idea of 


| a ſtate of future puniſhment. I appeal to the 


teſtimony of» Heathen writers, becauſe I am 
$ ere on the grounds of 

myſt 
* Cicero de Farah. Reſp + Polybius, lib. 6. 
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natural REASON, and I the more eagerly — 
myfelf of the example of this great republic, 
becauſe amidſt: the modern allufions to its va- 
lour and its public ſpirit which we ſo frequent | 

y hear, whatever in its hiſtory tends to aſſiſt 
the cauſe of private morality and promote the 
intereſts of religion, ſeems by ſome p 
_- to N been an een 


| has been rightly feid der n 
fit wholly of untraths : and that whatſoever 
gu fits do grow out of their religion who n. 
brate inftead of the true, a falſe, the roots thereof 
are certain fparks of the light of truth intermingled 
with the darkneſs of error ® ; for that people to 


| rhom God's revealed will was fpecially com- 


mitted had particular intercourſe with Egypt, 
the ſeat of antient learning, to which the law- 


| givers and ſtateſmen of Greece repaired for 


their information. To prove that natural 
reaſon in its corrupt ſtate could effect little 
without ſuperior afliſtance; look to the poliſfi- 
ed nations of antiquity, their laws, their prac- 
tice and their philofophy. When was the firſt 
great truth of natural religion, the exiſtence 
of one good and provident Deity, taught 
among ET attributes underſtood, his 


worſhip 
* Hooker Eccl. Pol. Ib. 5. 
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worſhip ſuitable? At Athens, in thei 
numerous ſuperſtitions, he was the unknown 


God: in Egypt his honors were Aivided with 
thoſe beſtowed on fictions and ſymbols, on 
brutes and things inanimate: all through che 


Pagan world he was a deified man, whoſe ex. 
iſtence had a beginning, whoſe power. was con- 
trouled by fate, and whoſe life was a catalogug 
of dangerous vices and ſhameleſs- impurities, 
thus commended. to the practice of the world 


by. the authority of divine example. Where 
was the immortality oſ the ſoul publickly 


pramulgated and generally received. —the im. 
mortality of the ſoul—that other great truth 
of whoſe. diſcovery. natural reaſon was ſome 


time ſince ſo fond, but which has been now t 


long believed for the natural reaſon -of--the 
preſent: time to admit? One antient - philoſo- 


pher had his doubts—another had his wiſhes 


—a third decked it out with the fictions of Jus 
own imagination but antient philoſophy ws 
not for the vulgar. It was a ſyſtem. of ab- 
ſtiract learning: it had no authority to reform 
manners, and its profeſſors accommodated even 


their own practice to regulations their unden 


ae muſt ha ve e, 
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| What will you think of the ſtate of antiemt 


morality when under the wiſeſt lawgivers you 
and theft and adultery - legalized—infants 
deſtroyed” if not robuſt enough to give 
hopes of being fit for war —and the danger 


vented only by periodieal murders? What, 
when you read of two thouſand human 
combatants employed to butcher each other 
in public for the amuſement of a poliſhed 
people, and proſtitution tolerated in honor 
of the Gods, in a nation which boaſted of 
being religious? I do not refer you to the diſ- 


guſting pictures of ſavage tribes, where alone 


human reaſon now exiſts in its natural ſtate, 
who appeaſe their Gods by human victims, or 
fatisfy revenge; their favourite: paſſion, by de- 


wuring their captives; but I would not have 


your ideas of the law diſcoverable by reaſon 
formed from European writers ſince the times 


of Chriſtianity, who after pilfering its Whole 
moral ſyſtem turn on it with barbarous deriſion 


to inſult its poverty. Your goſpel and your 


goſpel alone, my Brethren, in the precepts 
and example of Chriſt Jeſus, exhibits a perfect 
ſyſtem of genuine and authoritative morality: 
it is a ſyſtem equally within the knowledge of 


every capacity, and equally fitted to every 
Co, 2 1 of 
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were by that anoral purity alone convinced it 


you thaſe who diſbelieved its un autho- 


our vigilance and to enforce our obedience? 
Revelation teaches us to look beyond 


fates of empires, at whoſe bidding the water 
age and by whoſe voice they are huſhed?! 
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; the greateſt rewards to the 
individual, and if Saar abtun would 
Munix. thing ne boch morel puri 
chat ſome who diſhelieved its external evidence, 


muſt have been a revelation from God; and 


Ats pre-eminent er. to promote the Feat 
_ en of wankinc. 


What noligias eſt fach aniinble 1 mens Wl / 
of divine goodneſs: for our wnitation, what g 
ſuch juſt canceptions of his providence, what | 


uniformity of a natural ſyſtem e 4 
niſcbent will of him qe ere ee 4 4 
wem; beyond che battle and the ſtorm m kin l 
in whoſe hands are the iſſues : of life andthe 1 


What religion furniſhes ſuch juſt and ſalutary 
notions of a life to come? Legiſlators, aud 
princes, and Ratefmen, and enndn , filled 
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humble and amiable virtue for which Paga- 
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aud the unambitious had no pallport-ywbut 


Chriſt has preached glad tidings 40 the pos, 
and opened his Heaven to whole claſſes gf | 


aiim had no name but of reproach. Anxious 


for political aſcendeney other founders of a 


religion blended civil regulation with religious 
iuſſitution; hut he rejected a kingdom of this 
world, he foreſaw and foretold his own. ſuſſar- 
ings, and warned his proſelytes of the igna- 
miny which ſhould be caſt on them, and che 
torments which ſhould await chem. He taught 
them the doctrine neuer before delivexed; and 
which alone anſtyers all the difficulties, of the 
moral world, that this life was their ſtate of 


| probation, and that their reſting place was in 
| Heaven. And what y ſtem ſo well provides 


for moral copdat as that Which condemns 
ve in its moſt ſecret acts and even in encou- 


pe 7 ? ak 
leſſneſs of its preſent demptations by contrait- 
ol forfeituxes of bliſs ineſtimable, Preſcribigg 
merkneſs, it forbids inſult and injury, and 
though it May Bot C nd local patriot 
it commands general benevalence, charity co- 
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But L an told! chat wars are fill frequeltze 
that flavery ſtill ſubfiſts—thar many ſtill live WM. 
without an idea of God in the world.” Als WM. 

my Brethren, this is too true! Bur ſtrongly as Ml. 
it concludes againſt nominal e, it iz 
no argument againſt chriſtianity. I argued 

againſt the pagan ſyſtems of morality from 

' -their- tolerated and eſtabliſhed- inſtitutions. It 

is no reply to this argument to urge againſt 
the goſpel the practices Which every page of 
it condemns. The ſyſtems may yet be divine, 
for God's dealings with che children ef men 
are not compulſory and though men love 
darkneſs rather than light, the records of hiſ- 
tory and the ſtate of general manners may 
ſhew that the ſyſtem is not unprofitable. Be- 
gin from the change of life which its early 
converts ſay was wrought in themſelves—trace 
the paths of its miſſionaries in the ſeveral re- 
- gions of the globe—ſee them in the Eaſt reſcs- 
ing from death numerous infants annually er- 
poſed in the ſtreets of the metropolis-of China 
—ſee.them in the Weſt converting the inhu- 
man and vindictive Paragueſe into a mon 
and induftrious ſtate, whoſe only law was the 
- goſpel, and whoſe only penalties were thoſe of 
dos . through the 
countries 
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countries of une Which were formerly 


en but in which — is now 


diffuſed and benevolence practiſed and you 


will be ſatisfied that the Goſpel has been pro- 
dndive of much moral goed,” and you will 
deſpiſe the aſſertion of an over-rated hiſtorian, 
who tells you that monaſtic inſtitutions have pro- 
duced evils which have been a counterpoiſe to 


theſe advantages. During fix centuries antient 


Rome enjoyed but one ſhort interval of peace, 


and though with us war is {till too frequent, it 
is 60 longer war in which defeat ie deach or 
ſlarery. Slavery it is true ſtill ſubſiſts, but tis 
every ſervant was a ſlave, whoſe life was at the 
abſolute power of his maſter: witlt us its hor- 
tors are mitigated, and the day of its total 
abolition certainly not far diſtant. But for the 
waricious cruelty of thoſe who were looking 
for mines where they ſhould have been preach- 


ing the Goſpel i its progreſs abroad would -have 


been greater, but for our diſſipation and our 
I would eben, 


fo, my vn the diſſipation of this 


land is great, and within the ſhort period 
o one generation marvellous and alarm- 


C . 
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ing its. encreaſe. Our higher ranks ben 
abroad in the ſeaſon of immaturity are early 
furniſhed with a taſte which their means are 
inadequate to gratify, for expenſive luxuries 
which their country cannot furniſh. What is 
the conſequence ? They deſpiſe that country, 
and ſkrew up thoſe means to the very exceſsof 
dangerous exaction: the extravagant cannot 
afford to be an indulgent landlord and he muſt 
be a venal politician, Look at this vice creey- 
ing far into the middle claſs of ſociety, and fe: 
the trader idly lolling in his chariot with vanity 
at his fide and bankruptcy behind him. The 
ſervant too—he is led into diſhoneſty to a& 
venture at a certain loſs for that precarious gain 
which may enable him to exhibit an inſolent 
copy of his maſter's extravagance and a vulgar 
Imitation of his manners. See in your me- 
tropolis religion proſtrate and diffipation tri 
-umphant—palaces for gameſters, and churches 
in ruins. * Go to the places of public worlkyp 
for your eſtabliſhed religion in remote parts 
of the kingdom, and you find thera mouldering 
in decay. and defolation. Yet there are decent 
proteſtant families cloſe in their neighbour 
hood,—but flight indeed is the cauſe which 
will not ſerve as an excuſe for rejecting the 
invitation of the Lord, for refuſing to appear 


once a week in his church to offer up public 
2K th anks 
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thanks for his benefits, and ſupplicate his his 


5 T2 


middle claſſes the ſabbath is but a day of 
ies viſiting and feandal, to the lower a day of 
i drunkenneſs and debauchery. Here on the 
evening of the Lord's day is a riotous eroud 
of artificers, in a ſtate of intoxication begun 
the night - before and to cont2aue through the 
y following, begun at the very moment and 
on the very ſpot where they received thoſe 
wages for which their families are famiſhing+_ 
y W —the produce of a week's labour ſcarcely 
he ſufficient to ſupport the drunken extravagance 
d. of a ſabhath's idleneſs: and there is a "public 


in Wl aſemblage of people of the firſt faſhion riſk 


nt ing the fortunes of their ſiſters, their creditors. 
ar and their children on the turn of a die. Conſi- 
e. dering which group has the ſuperior means of 
„ information, and from which the ruin is more 
es WM extenſive we can eaſily ſee which elaſs is moſt 
ip W culpable. See at every ſeven years whole 
ts WF hordes travel through your land driving a 
ng WW trade of venality and perjury, felling the ſuf- 
nt frage they do not polteſs, and calling on their 
u. God to witneſs their abomination. | See in 
ch W your ſtreets infants fold for premature Preſti- 
he tution—ſee ſuicide newly come in to reſcue” | 
ar aud from its puniſhment. Where is your . 
— C2 law 


| bleſſing on their induſtry. Too often to the = 
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law of. reputation when debauchery and a 
tery are not bars to the company even of wa, 
men of - virtue—when the man who has ſe. 
duced the wife of his friend 18 acquitted by the 


code of honor, if he has ſupported his ſtation 
as a gentleman by an honourable effort to kill 


the man he has injured. To the manners of 


women of leading rank 1 ſhall not advert— 
| I hope they may have had reſtraints on thei 
conduct, of which indeed appearances gave 


no indication—for when v was actual vice morg 
ſhameleſs a 


| 1 am diſtreſſed at this offenſive view of 


public manners, and I turn with joy to your 
Aſſociation, which has come forward to endes. 
vour their reform—To ſtem chat current of 
public opinion which ſingly you were unable 


to reſiſt, to obtain the aid of collectiye expe⸗ 


rience in inveſtigating the cauſes and collective 


wiſdom in deliberating on the moſt ſuitable | 


and practical remedies of national immorality 


you aſſociated together —to promote the 


practice of virtue, to give religion its 
aſcendancy, and to make vice diſgraceful 


Your laudable efforts have met ſupport 
prelates and magiſtrates have aſſiſted you- the 
en has declared itſelf your friend— 


F riend 


as . 


FFT 
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wid to virtue and friend to Ireland, the pre- 


ſent government is the friend of your Aſſoci- 
ation. Not three years ſince three perſons 
formed that Aﬀe ociation, which now conſiſts 
of almoſt 400. What has been already done 
in your ſociety for the reform of manners, 
and what meaſures are in a ſtate of forward- 
nes, J now proceed with all poſſible brevity 
to relate. Some of theſe topics have been 


ably enforced by my predeceſſor in this taſk 


—on theſe it is unneceſſary to dilate. Such 


of you, my brethren, as have not opportu- 


nities of attending the meetings of our Aſſo- 
ciation, may here be moſt readily ſatisfied as 


to its ſtate and progreſs: and thoſe who do 
| attend regularly will feel a chriſtian gratifica- 


tion at a review of the good they have done, 
and will I doubt not liſten with patience to 


aby hints which may promote the objects of 
the Aſſociation, and facilitate the execution of 


its Plans. . 
The firſt ſtep wards adi your ns 


religious naturally was to put within their 


reach the means of religious information. 


With this view you have through the aid of 
your numbers and your funds diſtributed at a 


cheap rate, quarto bibles for the uſe of fami- 


- hes. 
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lies. Vou have put it in the power of A 


to inſtruct their children in chriſtian know- 
ledge from the words of Chriſt himſelf—to draw 
the ſtream of morals and life from the fountain 
head, even the rock of your falvation, and you 


have depoſited in many houfes, where perhaps 


it is the only book, the very beſt book which 
can be had. Of other tracts on religious and 
moral ſubjects you have publiſhed not leſs 
than 30000 numbers for gratuitous diſperſion 


—in ſome of theſe addreſſing the public " 
large, in others with much good ſenſe apply- 


ing to claſſes of a particular deſeription, and 


availing yourſelves « of particular circumſtances 
ſometimes in the period of their publication, 
ſometimes in the ſituation of thoſe to whom 
they are addrefled. To ſay that every one of 
theſe tracts i is efficacious or even is read would 
be idle, but that good without poſſibility of 


evil does p ariſe from them i 1s indiſput- 


able: and it is of ſome importance that the 
lower claſſes of the people ſhould ſee that there 
are perſons among the higher to whom, their 
religious and moral advancement is not matter 
of indifference, RS 


One plan, rel ing ro this object, which 


ill * come before your Aſſociation 
warmly 


2 
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varmly recommended, I cannot forbear notic- 


ing. It is a plan ſuggeſted by an unknown | 


perſon, who has given $504. towards its execu- 
tion, for purchaſing . 5000 large oftavo bibles 
with marginal references, to be diſtributed at 
half price or leſs among chriſtians of all deno- 
minations indiſcriminately. To fit them for 
diſtribution among all ſects, they are not to 
be accompanied by Liturgy, Apocrypha, or 
Singing Pſalms, and as they are only to be 

diſtributed to ſuch as deſire them, it is recom- 
mended, by. the. Propoſer that they be not | 
given gratis except in particular caſes, but on 


| the contrary, that ſome price, be it what it 


may, be required for each. The original coſt 
of theſe bibles it has been found will. be about 
1600l. for which if ſold at half price, 8000. 
will be the ſum to be ſunk I do not ſay loſt, 
for in the good you will do it will be amply 
repaid, The part of this ſum which will 


remain, above the donation of the propoſer 
and the probable contribution of your public 


fund, will be about Goo. to be defrayed by 


voluntary ſubſcription. When 1 conſider the 


number of members in your Aſſociation, and 


the great importance of the object, I cannot 


imagine there will be any difficuky 1 in obtain- 
us this. Twelve perſons as - liberal as the 


_ 
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propoſer would accompliſh. the whole. But 


allow me ta fuggeſt that in the abundance of 
matter which à bible contains, in che diverſity 
of intention and execution of its ſeveral parts, 
ſome very ſhort tract declaring with all bre. 
vity the nature of theſe various parts; and 
referring for information on ſpecific heads to 
thoſe books or chapters in which it was con- 
tained, a fimple explication of the differ 
between the Jewiſh and Chriſtian ſchemes, my 
ſtriking exhortation to the frequent peruſal of 
the book itſelf might with much utility 
accompany each bible. Thus when you give 
| the arms of ſalvation to your people, you 


would at the ſame vey: eee 


their We. 


"+ readily aka to you chat the e ſeaſon at 
which religious knowledge could moſt pro- 
perly be communicated, was that at which all 


other knowledge is , communicated. - our 


ſucceſs in reforming adult vice muſt always 
be precarious : maturity is ſtubborn and 

worldly buſineſs intereſting, but there are few 
parents who are not willing that their children 
| ſhall be religiouſly educated, ſo long as their 
on modes of acting are allowed to pak 
without amendment or. reproof. Before the 
IF es i time 
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ime when thoſs vices which you know would 
reject your efforts, ſhall have rmpened 
conſtitutional habit, and in chat claſs in 
which you know they would moſt probably 


grow ſooneſt >” maturity, you began to 


ingraft an attention to religious Enowledge. 


Jou inſtituted a plan for an annual examina- 


tion in the principles of the chriſtian religion; 
of children, ſelected in certain proportions, 
by their reſpective teachers, from the ſeveral 
pubhe charity | ſchools in this city and its 
nighbourhood, to be held by examiners” of 
your ſpecial appointment, before a committee 
of your body : theſe perſons were to diſpenſe 
premiums according to merit, and to notify 
in the public papers the names of the fucceſs- 
ful candidates, . with thoſe of the maſters and 
miſtreſſes of the ſchools at which they had 


been educated, as an encouragement to their 


exertions. The examinations have been now 
for three years annually held, and their effect 
has been prodigious. In the infancy of your 


ſoeiety the firſt examination took place, — 


the number examined amounted to 40; 


the ſecond it encreaſed to 179; on the Are to 
250. No leſs than 61 premiums were 
adjudged, in the preſence of more than 2000 
Nb of the ſeveral Wy ſchools, from 


whence 
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whence the candidates had been ſent. Tha 
emulation excited by public examination and 
reward the previous preparation made in 
their reſpective ſchools, in order to the ſelec- 
tion of children the moſt competent the 
encouragement to the teachers the comfort 
of the adult ſpectators at ſeeing that the 
means of charity were ſo uſefully applied, 
and religious inſtruction ſo effectually com- 
municated, all concur in atteſting the wiſdom 
of this plan, by the utmoſt imaginable- ſuc- 
ceſs. It is therefore with pleaſure vou will 


hear that a plan is in a ſtate of progreks, for 


an annual examination of children of paxiſhi- 
oners in the reſpective pariſh churches, and to 
accomodate their different ages, explications 
ſuitable to each are now preparing. An uſeful 


exhortation too on the ſubject of catechizing, | 


the work of one of our brethren has been 
printed by the Aſſociation, to induce every 
_ perſon to intereſt himſelf in this work of early 
religious inſtruction peculiar to the church of 
our God, and our indiſpenſible e to the 
riſing * | 


| After your efforts to enfure reli gions know- 
ledge, I ſhould take notice of thofe to reform 


n n How to reſtore the long ne- 
glected 
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geſted duty of family prayer was an early ob- 


jet of your enquiry. To this purpoſe you have 


publiſhed | a recommendatory tract with vari- 
ous forms, for the adoption of private families. 


To the general obſervance of the ſabbath, the 


moſt oſtenſible publication of your religion : 


you have paid a particular attention. A mat- 
ter of ſo great importance you have not left 


vo reſt merely on your own verbal recommen- 


dation: you have by an unanimous reſolution 
couched in moſt explicit terms, ſet a laudable 


example for i its true obſervance, by your own 
members, as a day of reſt from labour, and 


dedicated to your God; and by an order 


from thoſe who preſide over the church, it is 


now at your ſuggeſtion annually. enforced by 
an appropriate ſermon - through every church 


in the kin gdom. The due obſervance of that 


folemn day, which commemorates the ſuf- 
ferings of the author of our faith, is alſo 
at your deſire ſpecially enjoined by the magiſ- 


trates of the city and kingdom. The enforce- 


ment of public religion is the moſt valuable 
means of confirming private devotion. 5 


"Ke never happens that any * of per- 
2 3 for a good purpoſe, but through 
bleſiing always beſtowed on their 


7 zealous 
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zealous efforts good is actually done - not arc ; 
haps always exactly in the kind or proportion 


deſigned, but good always is the conſequence, 
Thus you, my brethren, have been led into 
ſome excurfive benefits to ſociety. Inveſtigat- 
ing the cauſes of crimes which come under the 
laſh of public juſtice, you have found how 
peſtilential the immoral contagion of a priſon's 
Tociety, and a parents criminal example muſt 
be to his miſerable offspring, and you have 
ſeen how dangerous it muſt be to let looſe on 
ſociety, their date of puniſhment expired but 


their habits of vice not reformed, children 


who have themſelves been impriſoned for cri- 
minal acts. In conſidering alſo what claſſes of 
fociety are leaſt likely to be able to pay for the 
inſtruction of their helpleſs charge, thoſe 
brave men who preſerve the peace of your 
er and are ready at all times to be called 
forth to its wars, appeared to you particularly 
deferving attention. You have inſtituted there- 
fore a ſociety for the reform of the criminal 
Poor, and a ſchool for the children of ſoldiers 
in the garriſon of Dublin, until vacancies in 
the limited number ſhall occur, or until they 
ſhall arrive at the age required for admiſſion 
into the hoſpital appropriated for their more 
full accommodation. One of cheſe objects is 


wholly - n and che other has been 
largely 
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largely aſſiſted from your funds, and this may 
not be an unſeaſonable occaſion of mentioning 
that theſe, with the expences of your publica- 
tian premiums - advertiſements and inci- 
dents form a conſiderable ſum, and that the 
caly fund for defraying them is a voluntary 
annual ſubſcription a circumſtance of which, 


as there is no regular demand made, it is to be 


pprehended many of your members have not 
been informed. | „ 

Jou ho —_—— a committee to examine 
what laws exiſt inflicting penalties for thoſe 
vices which ſeem immediately to come before 
your inſtitution, in order that if it ſhall be 
thought adviſeable ſome ſteps may be taken to 
have them put in execution. Some. perſons 
may object that to ſubſtitute the regulation of 


external morals by law, inſtead of amending 


the heart by principle, is improper, But why 


is it faid that one is to be ſubſtituted for the 


other? They are not contraditory—why 
then may not both methods be at the ſame 
time in operation ? When you mult fail of in- 
fuſing a religious principle, is it not wiſe to 
check the viſible example of a vicious practice, 
and reſtrain the licentious from wounding 
the feelings of the virtuous, and bringing 


diſgrace 
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diſgrace on the character of the country? 0 
the admiſſion of your religion vice and not ar- 
gument gives the moſt powerful oppoſition : 

make the conduct of the people, by whatever 
means, decent and regular, and doubt not but 
their regularity will ſoon become ras and 
their —_— e "II 


The vices of the OT which RIG FER 
your attention are perjury, idleneſs and 
drunkenneſs. The firſt is a crime of ſuch 
extenſive evil to ſociety—leaving every thing 
valuable -at the mercy of the depraved, and 
preſenting the means of impunity to every 
offence that any attempts of yours to prevent 
its frequency muſt be valuable. Duly to im- 
preſs the religious obligation of an oath, and 
to explain the criminal nature of perjury, you 
have judiciouſly ſuggeſted the practiſe of 


pr eaching before the judges at each town in 


their circuit, ſermons on this fubject to the 
people, on the next ſabbath before the aſſizes 
The frequency of this vice cannot be wonder- 
ed at, when the irreverend manner in which 


public oaths are adminiſtered is at all reflected 


on. Amidſt the juſtling of a tumultous croud, 
a petty clerk called from much hurry of other 
buſineſs, mutters in inexpre five monotony 
words 
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| ct; from which habitual uſe has diſcharged 
all ideas of veneration, and even of fignifi- | 
cance. Oaths of qualification are preſcribed, 


particularly by election laws, to be taken juſt 
at the moment when the individual feels an im- 


mediate intereſt in being proved qualified; and 
caths of office continue unchanged, when the 


obſervance of their conditions is by change of 


drcumſtances made impoſſible, and even the 


terms in which they are expreſſed become ob- 
ſolete. For the neceſſary changes in theſe 
latter, we muſt look forward with hope to tile 
ſeaſon when changes of eſtabliſhed modes will 
not be dangerous, but alterations in the ſyſtem 
of election laws are become indiſpenſible, and 
it is hoped a conſideration of ſuch importance 
as this will not be overlooked.. For oaths in 
matters of juſtice and revenue, when it is con- 


ſdered how many exertions are made to avoid 


the legitimate taking of the oath, and how 


much the annexing a religious ſymbol often 
has affected the ſwearer, it muſt appear that 
deſirable effects would certainly follow almoſt 
any meaſure which could be propoſed for 
making even flight and formal changes in the 
modes of taking oaths : of theſe the moſt ad- 
viſeable would ſeem to be prefixing words 
explanatory of their nature, of adminiſtering 


. 
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them by ſome ſuperior officer who Know, 
| their importance, or - ſome eccleſiaſtic who 
feels their reverence. With us, indeed, public 


oaths are too common: were their frequency 


diminiſhed, * which perhaps in many caſes 
might be done with ſafety, they would. ep 
* meet with e n = 


The 3 * abuſe of g firituats k ; 
quors has been an object to which your atten. 


tion has frequently been called, and with 
much ſatisfaction, and with great gratitude 
to the preſent government, you will hear that 
your efforts will be crowned with ſucceſs, and 
your ſuggeſtions now meet public ſupport. Io 
uſe the forcible language of your repreſentation 
on this ſubject, © It needs no proof, that ſo long 
as this ruinous habit fhall obtain, the mea. 
* ſures of the moſt able ſtateſmen can be but 
partially effectual, that the rich gifts with 
vrhich the God of nature hath diſtinguiſhed 
< our iſland muſt in a great meafure remain 


„ unimproved, that the bleſſings of à mild 


government and free conſtitution will always 

be liable to be abuſed to the purpoſes of li- 
« centiouſneſs, and the mind of the populace 
continue in a wretched fluctuation n 
. * torpid indolence and frantic riot. The 
meaſure 


4 
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meaſure for which in this repreſentation you 
ſolicited the «countenance of government, was 
2 prohibition- of the ſale of ſpirituous liquots 
during the whole of the Lord's day, from 
which ſingle regulation much benefit might 
have been expected as the beginning of tem- 
perance on; the: day of ceſſation from work; 
and the ſuppreſſion of riot on the ſabbath of 
the Lord. Lou hinted, tis true, at ſome more 

videly extended reformation of the any | 
| and diſtillery laws, by: which a more whole 
ſome beverage. might be cheaply furniſhed to 
the people, and a maddening poiſon kept out 
of the reach of their intemperance. Tour re- 
queſt was complied with, your wiſhes had 


e 


W 
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L been anticipated, . and the beginning „of a 
os WH gradual change has actually been made in a 

hſtem which cheriſhed :the motive to turbu- 
ut lence and riot as a favourite object of produc- 

ch ve ſupply, and ſet the public credit of the 
d Wl fate to totter on he n * the ! 

in 5 

Id The idleneſs of the Fane "wa a ſecondary 

connection with the objects of your inſtitution 

- in itſelf it is a crime againſt the wealth and 
ce If reſpect of the ſtate, in its conſequences: we 
en WW find the ready tranſgreſſion of every moral 

he Precept. In Our ſearch, after the modes of 
re D h | its 
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its prevention you came upon a queſtion, 
How far the promoting and conſumption 
< of Iriſh manufactures may be connected 
vith the objects of this Aſſociation, namely, 
the abolition of vice and promoting of vir. 
tue? This queſtion, with that prudence 
which, I truſt, will always mark your pro- 
eccdings you ſet afide as inexpedient for your - 
Aſſociation to diſeuſs. It is obviouſly a poki- 
tical queſtion, and you are not an aſſembhy 
meeting to debate cabinet meaſures under pre- 
text of reforming general manners. Another 
meaſure you were led to conſider you have 
it at preſent under your confideration as one 
great cauſe of idleneſs and vice in the people 
ts the ſnatching at caſual gains by the ruinous 
practice of inſurance in the lottery. This 
though at firft fight it feems liable to a fimilar 
objection. certainly is not fo. The lottery is a 
government act: the inſurance” a Toathſome 
appendage which private avarice has annexed 
to it, The fraudulent has enacted it, the game- 
ſter executes it. Wholly difengaged from in- 
eee the lottery would be more productive 
its purpoſes. The legiſlature has always 
8 it, yet by the artifice of thoſe 
_ who make enormous fortunes by its continu- 
ance it has baffled every public attempt to put 
. 5 | K 


= _ pus 
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throw out a few hints which may not be u 
ks im regulating its futurs progreſs, and dire 
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view Tou do your duty 4s pod fabjedts | 
is eadeavouring t6 deviſe plans more efficact- 

eus lor its fupprefhoh. Wie miſtries is oct 
fotis; af the miſchiefs to which it leads; cult 
badly on humanity and policy to dvvide and 


_ ts etiforce ary modes ef preventioſ which 
| ſhall be efficient. Knowing the faſcination of 


gaming, and obferving che growing ardtcur of 


| infurance every day plunging deeper iff eu. 


perice, every day mere wretched and deſperavwe; 

if if evident that drawing the lottery in this 
Horteft time poffible would be dns OR 
mode of ar-leaft Githiviithing its Mfrs, 


7 —CC 


_ _Ieview of many of thoſe ſubjecte) which bare 


thoſe of its me#fures which T have Zoted mA 


bew that it is not a ſociety all whoſe activity 


is conſumed in debate. Stiffer nie now to 


Wannen 


The melt EBPertant advies F E offi wm 


isthi; Inv alk your deliberations amd in all your 
plans conſider well the ſituatien ard character 


1 He ws a g60d legiſlator 5 
| D „% who 
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who gave to his people the beſt laws they 
would receive, and na plan of reformation. 
will be fo ſucceſsfial as that which, as far ag 
may be, accommodates itſelf to the temper and 
habits, the purſuits: and genius of thoſe for 
whom it is intended. Other Plans may be 
more deſirable in themſelves, and more map. 
nificent in appearance, but this alone will be 
practicable. You may wiſh: the national cha. 
racter different from what it is, and in a 

ſeries of time a number of your ſucceſſive 
efforts each following up the benefit of the 
laſt may make it ſo,” but you muſt begin with 
it as it is. It is therefore with much know. 
| ledge and with much addreſs your recom- 
mendatory advices are. to be put forwards, 
and the wilineſs of the ſerpent is to be by 
to the Ema ot: che dove. 


* are e oy if you. think an at 
tempt Which has proved ineffectual leaves 
you, juſt as if it had not been attempted 
at all: on the contrary, it makes a ſimilar 
attempt for ſome time impoſſible, and partly 

by a reſentment which it excites, and partly 
by a contempt which. it attaches on all abortive 
efforts makes any of your attempts of what- 
ever kind much more ditfcult. It may be 

therefore 
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therefore prudent often to poſtpone a principal 


meaſure until the ſucceſs of an inferior has 
| been tried, and to content yourſelves with the 


certainty of auleſſer good rather than to ha- | 


zard all by ne, Fa a greater. | 


The grand diſtinedon of the inkabitaaits' of 
this country, as of every other, is into rich 
and poor: no where are the extremes more 
widely - ſeparated, and conſequeritly no where 
ought the mode of addreſs to be more varied. 
St, Paul was all things to all men that he 


might by all means ſave ſome: the topics 


from whence he argued to the Jews were very 
different from thoſe which ſupplied his argu- 


ments to the Gentiles. He was not ſo far 
_ diſguſted with the ſuperſtitions of the latter 


but that he ſometimes - from theſe very ſuper- 


| ſtitions took occaſion of enforcing Chriſtian 
doctrines; nor did he ſo far deſpiſe the grati- 


fication of their literary taſte as to reject the 
opportunity of a ſeaſonable quotation from 


cheir favourite poet. No doubt the avenue 
to Heaven is the ſame for both rich and poor, 
but whichever 5 addreſs you muſt uſe the 
words he un ds, and if you wiſh to 
perſuade him you will uſe the modes of lan- 
| Suage which he likes. If you ſend abroad 


the 


* 
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the ſame tract te produce an effect an both, 
the probahility is chat it will be little fitted tg. 
have influence on either. Among the opulent, 
in Which claſs, as co fFaQUItngny 
poor, I go far down inte the middle rank. 
one great cauſe of vice, and certainly the great 
ohſtgele to your attempts at reformng it. is 
the general diſtaſte for reading. - This country. 
has been feprogched for want of writers—the. 
Auth is, there are ſearcely any readers. Few 
readers even of books of entertainment, hut 
fewer gf bogks of information, and of books f 
religion almoſt none. It happens unfartun 
ly that all the beſt treatiſes on religious ſub» 
jets are ſp purely religious as te afford lids 
probability of meeting favourable reception 
from that claſs which could uſher them intg 
the world with maſt effect. And far the mid: 
dle Glafs, if they will not look at your printed 
cxhortations. they gertainly can neyer be It; 
farmed by them. In country towns you find 
accommodation for petty gaming hut none for 
veading a club, but with very few exceptions, 
ne literary ſociety. Hew heavy hang the 
hours in ſeaſons unfit for the accupatigng of 
agriculture or the ſports of the field, where 
diſtaſte for intellectual employment makes 


Aral mornings and evenings of intemper- 
ance 
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ance, I have often thought that a periodical 
publication, written with judgment coming in 
a a form more engaging, and in fize leſs terrify- 
ing than a book, might perhaps effect ſome 
change in provincial manners: open too to 
ſubjects not religious it might find its way to 
the circles of the great, and perhaps in fome 

unguarded moment inſinuate a religious ſenti- 
ment, or by ſome touching ee, enforce L 
nn a moral _ Es 5 


| Of the kn faults of our lower claſſes 
poverty and ignorance are the ſources. It is 
poverty which make them drunken, it is igno- 
rance which makes them riotous. They have 
little comfort but in the cheap cup of oblivion, 
and the value of good order to all ranks of 4 
ſtate has not at any time been practically im- 
printed on their minds. Vet with their po- 
rerty they are charitable, with their ignorance 
they are ſhrewd. From ſuperficial views of 
combining artificers in a metropolis, and ava- _ 
ncious complaint of thoſe who would have 
much work for little wages, idleneſs has been 
accounted one great feature in their national 
character. In the North of Ireland where an 
eſtabliſhed manufacture exifts, is there any 
Wen for this , In the South 
what 
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what part of the trade it was poſſible for them 
have they not drawn into their hands? Do not 
the day labou ring claſs of another province peri- 
odically repair even to a different kingdom in 
ſearch of opportunities of induſtry? In other 
countries are not their occupations of the moſt 
laborious. kind? And in this when paid ac- : 
cording to any other ſtandard of computation 
but that of time, are not their exertions great? 
| When landlords have been wiſe enough to 
give them an encouraging tenure of that waſte 
land, which no gentleman could reclaim but 
at an expence exceeding the total value, has 
not their induſtry changed the face of the ſoil; 
called plenty forth from the drearineſs of the 
damp deſart, and opulence from the bowels of 
the rock? The alterations which are known to 
Have happened in conſequence, alterations in 
their. comfort, the demeanour and even the 
dreſs of the people clearly ſhew with whom it 
lies to remove many of your national faults, 
Government has done its part : it has baniſhed 
oppreſſive exaction from the cottages of the 
poor ;, the landed proprietary by perſonal reſi- 
dence, by eſtabliſhing manufactures, . and en- 
couraging the occupying tenantry might com- 
pleat the work. Prudence, and humanity, and 
patriotiſin, concur in the recommendation. mg 
_ 
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- This which would convince your people of 
45 benefits ariſing from unequal diſtribution 
of the goods of fortune, this which would 
teach and reward the practiſe of good order, 


this the natural remedy for all thoſe faults in 
your people which ariſe from their poverty, 
would likewiſe indirectly remove many which 
ariſe from their ignorance. For the 1 ignorance 
of the common people in our country, is not 


| an ignorance of their proportionate ſhare of 


of literature, (ſmaller ſchools abound in the 
kingdom and 'every ſchool is crouded) it is an 
Ignorance of ſeveral principles of prudence 


| moral and political, in which perhaps, from 
whatever means learned; conſiſts beneficial | 


education. That time has a real vahue—that 
mall and certain gains will in the end ſecure 
wealth that every man who has a fam 
niks much by a popular diſturbance that 


drunkenneſs is a loſs and a"'crime—that the 


laws protect the poor as well as uphold the 


rich—that of all policy, honeſty is the beſt— 
that every act even the moſt ſecret is done in 
the ſight of a being who' deteſts, and* will 


puniſh vice of whatever fort—that good con- 


duct will gain comfort, and eſteem, and 
wealth—theſe are principles moſt of which 


are not {6 well to be impreſſed at firſt by 
3 
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reading as by ſpeech, by example, by influ. Wc 
_ ence, by reward, by diſcipline, and by habit I an 
I would not however reſt ſolely upon theſe- al 
am not of the ſame opinion with thoſe who ff 
deem an humble literary education unneceſ. I ha 
ſary and injurious to the lower claſſes. Surely Ml . 
there are hours of neceſlary relaxation, at 
which, what may civilize and inform may 
find a place. Would you have a man's reaſan 
uncultivated that his hands might be perpetu, Ml fo 
ally employed? Is he to be ſo wholly a manu. e 
facturer, that you will not teach him to be Ml 70 
good father, or neighbqur, or ſubject? Are Wl tal 
you to truſt to manual expertneſs for improve. of 
ments in the arts, and baniſh all aid of cult- n 
vated ingenuity ? Are thoſe people among ll po 
whoſe lower claſſes learning is generally Will thi 
- fuſed rendered thereby leſs induſtrious and Wi 97 
orderly? Whether would you wiſh that your i "? 
countrymen ſhould reſemble the heavy Beot- Ml {ta 
ans or the lettered Athenians ? Is there any the 
neceſſary connection between idleneſs and in- 5 
formation, between dulneſs and diligence ? 1 Hon 
do not wiſh that proud profeſſorſhips of po- Wl 
litics ſhould take place of inſtitutions for mo- fe 
 Tals, but I would not put out of the power Per 
of our lower countrymen the means by iff ſtin 
which they might advance the manufac- WW San 
| tures, and augment the opulence of their MI. 
country, 


country; by which they might be civilized: 
nd he fayed, | To withhold knowledge: is of 
Jt monopolies the worſt ; you have no right, 


ache af chat which be created! 6 mn. 


With reſpect to the modes of educating the 


boxer claſſes, your connection, with the ſociety, 


| for the relief of indigent teachers, promiſes 


you uſeful information. One thing which 
pour committee on this ſubject has judiciouſly 


taken up, is the procuring a conſtant ſupply 


of teachers themſelves qualified by a regular 
and religious education. Another topic im- 


portant and wholly new is the ſupplying of 


the lower claſs with elementary books which 


valuable information and inculcate ſame ſub- 


the memory is moſt tenacious, and in that claſs 


when the firſt books read are uſually the only 
ones which compoſe the cottager's library, 


cannot fail of national benefit. The books at 


preſent in uſe here only tend to imprint ſu- 
perſtitious notions of preternatural agency, o 


ſtimulate paſſions, to excite a ſpirit of extrava- 
bent adventure, to teach ſafe modes of violat- 
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to chain down. to ignorance: him whom God 
1 with incapacity, and ee 5 


may imprint. ſome uſeful leſſons, convey ſome 


ſtantial principle, _ This done at a time when 
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ing and ſpirited ones of braving public juſtice, 
The books which are uſefully introduced 
elſewhere, from our peculiar manners would 
not anſwer with us; but if in other countris 
women of elegance and refinement, and men 
of taſte and learning have come down from 
their high character among the lettered few to 
undertake the humble office of inſtruQting 
thoſe who moſt require inſtruction, then, 1fay, 
that in your Aſſociation there cannot be want. 
ing men who could perfectly execute, and 
therefore ſhould readily nnn a taſk Up: 
nified 9 its "gy TS 


rom the clergy, the 8850 legal ;nftruc 
tors of the nation, you have a right to exped 
much. They of every rank are moſt particu- 
larly concerned to promote the intereſts of 
your inſtitution: in the critical ſituation of 
the times, the very exiſtence of their order 
depends upon it. Had our predeceſſors in 
the clerical ranks, with the cauſe of truth 

aided by the advantages of great eſtabliſh 
ment and authoritative ſupport, exerted then: 
ſelves with zeal to propagate the religion which 
they profeſſed, and to perform the ſervices for 
which they were paid, I cannot but think there 


: 8 at this day be little difference in the 
3 national 


cou 
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om the inroads of infidelity.- But while the 


mall number of proteſtant inhabitants in a 


5 
- 


national faith, and little cauſe of apprehenſion 


furniſhed ſo convenient an excuſe for 


neglecting it altogether, - and while thoſe in 
whoſe hands controul was placed, did from a 


timid and goodnatured indolence neglect to 


exert it, the proteſtant became indifferent to 
[his religion, and the catholic remained uncon- 


yerted. But if there now be any thing which 


can fave an eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment—I do J 


not ſpeak of theſe countries only, but through 
Europe—it muſt be to the exemplary character 


of ecclefiaſtics ' themſelves. On: thoſe: of the 
higher orders in the church, who admit and 


who promote, depends at this moment the | 


whole fate of church eſtabliſhment—with per- 


haps the ſtability of government, and perhaps 
the preſervation of morals. For negligent in- 


dulgences venial in former days, for complaiſant 


accommodations of duty to friendſhip, or gra- 
titude, or conſanguinity, times are now grown 
too critical. And the truth of this obſerva- 
ton has been felt: a qualification for admiſſion 
into holy orders, attendance on efficient lectures 
in che buſineſs of the profeſſion, has within a 
few years been required by the biſhops of this 


cantry—I 1 peak i it to weir! honor —from my 


own 


ean 8 — with certainty thas it will de 


| Morals of the nation a clergy wd ſhaft B. 


' ithitate that government wich looks for wich. 


m otherwiſe recommended, than by the capi. 
city of fling 3 it with honor and with #dviiu 
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s thioft” efficacious trieans of fariihing ol de 


competent inſtructors. An if in-ths Ge 
tion of their preferments they would with 


truſive-merit in its retirement, ahd places it o 


tage—that g fit wine looks for apoſto. 
ke character and clerical attainment᷑ as efualifk 


_ cations fer the higheſt eccleſiaſtical diphity, i , 
they were to imitate in filling thoſe which as Wl « 
inferior, no rude innovating hand would das WW | 
to aſſail their chureh, and the inmorality of MW « 
the Tard: would bow the knee in adorution Ml : 

its holineſs. A deſire fo eſffential to the pir- 3 
poſe of the Aſſociations it never can refpectfulh K 
communicate -it is only from this place wer WM © 
I fland it ean be done, by ohe who Feels it i i © 
duty fuperior to any little perſonal delieaty b © 


ſpeale what he conceives to be + neceſſity 
truth. Over the conduct of che clergy, 1 


at 
brethren, your Aﬀociation has no power Whit fd: 
ever, and their co-operation? is tridifpataby i = 
neceſſary 0 your Purgolbe Po net cle 5 4 


invidious 


bel” net: 
5 
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compel anſwers, excite any enmity in that 


order in which you find ſo many of the moſt 


uſeful of the attending members, or any jealou- 

y in the higher claſs of ecclefiaſtics to whom 
| your Aſſociation has never applied in vain. To 
your own Metropolitan you owe the begirminyg 
| of ſermons on the fabbath, and to his recom- 
mending it at his viſitation perhaps your plan 
of catechizing 1s indeed for much of 10 
nee 


2 iu wit the clergy of the eſtabliſhment only 
who are called on to be your friends—the 
clergy of every ſect are intereſted in the ob- 
jets of your inſtitution, for there is no ſect 
of Chriſtians to which vice and inmoraliry 
are not enemies. By what means then a 
friendly intercourſe and co-operation may be 
* beft procured between the clergy of the 
different perſuaſions, in promoting thoſe 
principles and practices of the Chriſtian re- 
e in which all ſects of Chriſtians are 
* agreed,” was a queſtion well worthy your 
attention. And perhaps no means could be 
deviſed more uiſeful to this purpoſe than local 
aſſociations of which the clergy of every de- 
icription ſhould be members. From ſack you : 
could beſt learn the ſtate of actually exiſting 


moral 
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morals, and of courſe be provided with reme- 


dies moſt efficacious. Aſſuredly you. perform 


but a ſmall part of your work if, abounding 
as our country unhappily is in ſectaries, you 


confine your labours to thoſe of the eſtabliſhed 


church. With political queſtions you have ng 


concern, bur. whoever 1 1s the fnend to, virtue 


and to religion, to good order, to ſecurity, and 
to benevolence, it is your duty to endeavour 


to gain his co-operation. When you applied 


to the heads of the catholic church your ad- 


vances were favourably and profitably re- 

_ ceived. They cannot but know that in the 
temper of the preſent. times the overthrow 
f of one eſtabliſhment. here would. be the ruin 
of every eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment. We are 
all one people, and the clergy, of whatever 
deſcription, the general inſtructors of all. Ie 
book of ſalvation is thrown open to the people 
and none can learn from its page to be uncha- 


ritable or en to be n or br NS: 


To 0 promote the ue of your, inftipucieſ it 


4 may be uſeful to take a leſſon from the adver- 
ſaries of ou ekgion. The Deiſt is indebted 
for his ſucceſs, not to the ſtrength of his 


cauſe but to the frequency and the variety of 


his attacks. Whatever book he writes, whe- 
os, | 5 eee $326k 0M 


4 
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ther the direct object be entertainment or 


information, whether it be a poem or an hiſ- 


wry, a book of travels or of philoſophy, i it is 
always an indirect inſtrument for conveying 
the poiſon of his opinions. Anſwer the fool 
according to his folly If deiſm may be thus 
indirectly propagated, why may not truth? If 

the ſolemn air of abſtruſe inſtruction ſome- 
times terrifies the indolent, put forward your 
religion in its moſt engaging forms and adorn 
it with attractive colours. If there àre many 
perſons of light and frivolous minds who will 
never read but for amuſement, engage fancy 
an the fide of morality and do not deſpair of 
beguiling them co virtue. True religion came 
down from Heaven to dwell with man in ſoci- 
able habits. and familiar converſe, and you 

will give muck ſtrength to its enemies if you 

abandon to them every walk of literature but 

that of formal controverſy. Taſte may pre- 
vail where argument would not be liſtened to, 


and it 18 a fatal prejudice to make chriſtianity 
ſynonimous with melancholy, or to ſuppoſe 


| chearfulneſs neceſſarily een to vice. 


Much however as you may do, my od. 7 
thren, by your literature, you may do much 
more by your lives. Your, buſineſs is not to 

3:02 , 1 
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faſhionable: you all are in a claſs to which 
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form plans which others are to execute you 


do not deliberate in a cloyſter on the conduqt 
5 proper for ſituations in which you yourſelves 


are never to appear — you fill all the relationꝭ 
of human ſociety, and what you recommend 


to others may by your own practiſe be moſt 


powerfully enforced; Some of you are in that 
exalted ftation which might make even virtue 


dependants look for protection and imitators. 


for an example. Many of you have families. 


to educate—a tenantry to ſuperintend—a pa- 


mh. to inſtruct a houſhold to regulate: in 


your adminiftration of theſe various duties 
you may ſeverally do much towards the 


actual diſcouragement of vice, and vou maß 


procure valuable cooperation towards promote 
ing the general practiſe of religion and virtue. 


That would be the beſt poſſible plan for the 
reformation of the community in which each 


ſhould reform himſelf, and where may ſuch 
individual reform be ſo naturally expected to 


begin as among thoſe who have aſſociated for 


the reformation of all? By your own practiſe 


men will eſtimate the value of your obern 
and the r of Tour, intentions. 1 


The i and multiplicity of 5 
fary topics has extended this diſcourſe to 2 


length 
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kngth which r equires apology ; let me now, 


my brethren, conclude as I began by aſſerting 
that your cauſe, its progreſs and its hopes 
demand that you be zealouſly affected. Yet 
perhaps there is no evil from which the conſe- 
quences to your inſtitution would be ſo ruin- 
ous as from intemperate and injudicious zeal. 
Should a teacher of the goſpel . deem it his 

duty to come into the crouded aſſembly f 
the diſſipated, and ſtand up to preach to them 
the dangers of perdition, the cauſe of religion 


| would ſuffer more by his folly than it would 
gain by his zeal. If your acts are not pre- 


cipitate, if your manner is not dictatorial, you 
may count on the certainty of doing much 
good, for your inſtitution is ſuch that no man 


| dares avow himſelf its enemy, and your 


friends are daily encreaſing. A proud attempt 
to force even ſalutary counſel on the reluctant, 
or a raſh effort to ſnatch anticipated good 


without gradual preparation, 'may excite ene- 


mies, though not to your inſtitution, yet to 
your modes of procedure, and bring down 
ndicule on meaſures unſeaſonable though not 
unſerviceable. Undertaking to reform the 
manners of thoſe who have not elected you to 
the cenſorial office, your adminiſtration of it 


8 equires the niceſt delicacy. . It is eſſential to 
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RE SERMON are. BEFORE 


your ſucceſs that * __ be not evil 


ee 0 


bur! is at this ed my brethren, peeniimb 


ey that this precept be fully impreſſed 


on your minds, becauſe a circumſtance has 
lately occurred which makes a new zra in 
your ſociety. You have received Hattering 
and munificent marks of -approbation and 
confidence from the chief governor of Jour 
country, well fitting the dignity of his ſtation 
and the excellence of his character. Be not 
by theſe conſtructive promiſes of ſupport and 
joyful preſages of ſucceſs elated to an opinion 
that you are any other than a deliberative 
body. Deliberate on the cauſes of irreligion 
—0n the motives to particular vices - deviſt 
your means for checking their Progrels— 
diſſeminate uſeful tracts for individual edifica- 
tion and reform—be prepared to furniſh wel 
digeſted plans, connected with the objects df 
your Aſſociation, for ſuch other ſocieties as may 
dolicit them, and be at all times ready to un- 
dertake the adminiſtration of whatever de- 
partments they may voluntarily commit to 
your charge but beware of intruding you 
interference on any other inſtitution, whoſe 


— nors may be more Jealous. of theiy own 


—— Cs 5 privilegs 
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privi ileges than anxious for its welfare; and be- 
ware of making too frequent or unadvi ſed 
demands on your ſtores of public protection, 
which, liberally offered, ſhould however be 
er with moderation. 3 


F 
1 


With fach cautions let me e earneſtly exhort 
your zealous attention to the great objects of 
your Aſſociation. Our lot is caft in times of 
ſcepticiſm. and irreligion, in times of public 
commotion, of peril and diſmay. In one 
great country of Europe a madly-falſe- philo- 
dophy, pigmy in its powers but gigantic in its 
arrogance, had long eſſayed to draw down your 
God from his high Heaven. It has at laſt laid 
hold on the ſeaſon of public diſturbance as leaſt 
fitted for calm and temperate diſcuſſion, and 
in that ſeaſon it has taught national vice to re- 
leaſe itſelf from the awful controul of a Deity, 
and the bitter apprehenſions of a future life 
but it is in a land of levity and immorality 
religion has been denounced, and it is the re- 
public which has put down the goſpel. o 
meet this philoſophy at its firſt entrance into 
your country, to check thoſe vices which 
would gladly court its alliance, is the duty 
which you owe to the obligations of your 


ſociety and che intereſts of the ation. 
N | ” | _ Caſt 
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Caſt your eyes around you—lſee war with 
its attendants, murder and rapine, and licen- 
tiouſneſs and deſolation, ſtalking through the 
ſtates of | Europe. In every one of them 
Chrift has been long ſince preached, but they 

have gradually been withdrawing themſelves 
from his ſalvation—profeſling indeed his faith, 
but, eſtranged from his religion. God for 
wiſe purpoſes has ſuffered the avowed enemies 
of his name to triumph over their profeſſions, 
and to deal out unwittingly his chaſtiſementz 

on nominal Chriſtanity, Have we of this 
land fully availed ourſelves of goſpel advan- 
tages? Have we devoted ourſelves to Chriſtian 
practice? Our iſland has long been free from 
the ſcourge of war—maryelloufly. has it en- 
creaſed in opulence, and power, and people— 
Fertile and fortunate, has it alſo been grateful 
and pious? You, my brethren, deprecate an 
immediate anſwer—your efforts for the con- 
verſion of this people are yet in trial—perhaps 
the day of repentance is not yet paſt—perhaps 
the book of mercy is not yet cloſed for ever 
O God! who didſt fave the city for the few 
righteous who dwelt therein—in thee alone is 
— eee our e 
. is not hid from chy ſight—let it not, 
0 God, 
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o God, be our ruin! Turn us, O God, 


and turn thy people! In thy judgments 


remember mercy ! Grant us of thy grace 


that thy name exalted in this land may chaſe 
away its terrors and ſtabliſh its proſpe- 


rity! that again be heard the voice of joy and 


of gladneſs, the voice of them that ſhall ſay, 


praiſe the Lord of Hoſts, for the Lord is 
good, for his mercy endureth for ever. 
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